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~—— President Lincoln’s Speech.

Numbers of personsassembled in front of the
President’s' House in Washington, last night,
gt upon their call, the President came out,
aud addressed them, After an allusion to the

“causes of the rejuicing, &e, he went on to dis-

cuss the subject of the reconstruction of Lou-
isana, and his action heretofore as that state,
and then proceeded as tollows:

“We all agree vhat the seceded States, so

- called, are out of their proper practical relation
 with the Union; and that the sole object of
 the Governmeat, civil and military, in regard
(o thase States, 13 (o again get them into that
preper practical relation. L believe it 1s not only
possible, but in fact easier to do this, without
deciding or even considering whether these
States have ever been out of the Union, than
with it Finding themselves safely at home,
i would be utterly immaterial whevher they
had ever been abroad. Letus join in doing the
4uls necessary to restoring the proper practical
relations between these Statesaad the Union ;
and each forever after innocently indulge his
own upinion whecher, in doing the acts, he
brought the States irom without 1into the
['nioa, or only gave them proper assistance,
they never having been out of it.

'he awmonat ot coastitucncy, so to speak, on
which the new Louisiana government rests,
. would be wore satisfactory to all, it it contain-
i ed fitty, thirty, or even twenty thousand, 1n-
- gtead of only about twelve thousand, as it
realiy does: Lt is also unsatisfactory to some,
that the elective franchise is not given to the
colored man. [ would myself prefer that it
were now conferred on the very intelligent, and
on those who serve our cause as soldiers. Still
the question is not whether the Louisiana gov-
ernwent, asit stands, is quite all that is de-
sirable. The® question is, *Will it be wiser to
take it as itis, and help to improveit; or to
reject and disperse it?" ‘Can Louisiana be
. brought into proper practical relation with
' the Union sooner by sustaining, or by diseard-
L ing her new State governwent.’

I Some twelve thousand voters in the hereto-
| fore slave State of Louisiana have sworn alle-
. giance to the Union; assuwed to be the rightful
political power of the State; held elections;
organized a free government; adopted a free
State constitution, giving the benefit of public
schools equally to black and white, and em-
vowering the Liepislature to conter the elective
franchise upon the colored man. Their Leg-
islature has already voted to ratify the consti-
tutional amendment, recently passed by Con-
gress, abolishing slavery throughout the nation.
' These twelve thousand persons are thus tully
- committed to the Union. and to perpetual
_ treedom in the States—committed to the very
 things, and nearly all the things, the nation
| wants—and they ask the nation’s recognition
. and its assistance to make good that committal.
. Now, if we reject and spurn them, we do our
. utinost to disorganize and disperse them. We
- in effect say to the white man, ‘*You are worth-
ess, or worse; we will neither help you nor be
- helped by you.”” 'To the blacks, we say, “This
~cup of liverty which these, your old masters,
%huld to yor lips, we will dash from you, and
%leéve you to the chances of gathering the spilled
.u0d scattered coateats, i some vague and
“undefined when, where, and how.”” If this
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course, discouraging and paralyzing both white
and black, has any tendency to bring Louisiana
into proper practical relations with the Union,
I have, so tar, been unable to perceive it

If, on the contrary, we recognize and sustain
the new government of Louisiana, the converse
of all this is made true. We encourage the
hearts and nerve the arms of the twelve thou-
sand to adhere to their work, and argue for it
and proselyte for it, and fight for it, and feed ic,
and grow it, and ripen it to a complete success.
The colored man, too, seeing all united tor him
is inspired with vigilance, and energy, and
daring to the same end. _Grant that he desires
the elective franchise. Will he not attain it
socner by saving the already advanced steps
toward it than by running backwaid over them?
Concede that the new government of Louisiana
is only to what it should be as the ege is to the
fowl, we shall sooner have the fowl by hatching
the egg than by smashing it, {Laughter. ]

Again, if we reject Louisiana, we also reject
our vote in favor of the proposed amendment
to the national Constitution. To meet this
proposition it has been argued that no more
than three-fourths of those States which have
not attempted secession are necessary to valid-
ly ratify the amendment. I do not commit
myself against this, further than to say that
c<uch a ratification would be questionable, and
sure to be persistently questioned; while a

ratification by three fourths of all the States

would be unquestioned and unquestionable.

I repeat the question: ‘‘Can Louisiana be
brought into proper practical relation with the
Union sooner by sustaining or by discarding
her new State government?’ What has been
caid of Louisiana will apply generally to other
States. And yet so great peculiarities pertain
to each State; and such important and sudden
changes occur in the same State; and withal,
so new and unprecedented is the whole case,
that no exclusive and inflexible plan can safely
be preseribed as to details and collaterals.
Such exclusive and inflexible plan would surely
become a new entanglement. Important prin-
ples may, and must, be inflexible.

In the present situation, as the phrase goes,
it may be my duty to make some new
announcement to the people of the South. 1
am considering, =nd shall not fail to act, when

satisfied that action will be proper.”
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MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN

CHE G A S
GIVES notice that he has ‘on hand a very
heavy stock of CIGARS of hiz own manufac-
ture, which he is selling at the lowest manu-

facturing prices. ;
As he is manufacturing these Cigars on &
very extensive scale, he can, of course, offer
them at a much lower figure than those who
purchase from the manufacturers. Hisstock i3
of the most superior quality.
He is also selling the
BEST FIVE AND TEN CENT CIGAR

to be found in the city.

Havana Cigars for 10 Cents.

Those desiring a good CIGAR should call at
once at Mr. Bradley’s corner

No. 205 King Street, corner of Alfred,
jan 6—4m
ARASOLS AND UMBRELLAS.

an elegant assortment

We have just opened ,
of PARASOLS, SUN UMBRELLAS and
SUN SHADES. ROBT. L. WOOD,

. No 170, King Street,

ap b—1m Below Washington Street.

ARNOLD & FIELD,

Merchant Tailors,

MILITARY AND GENTLEMEN’S
N FURNISHING STORE,

‘Would inviteinspection of their large stock ot
CLOTHS, CASIMERES, and VESTINGS,
all {grades, Foreign and Domestic, which they
will make to order as cheap as can be had
(quality considered) in the city of New York,
and warrant 1o give entire satisfaction.

Special attention given to the selection of
CLOTHS for MILITARY GARMENTS.—
We sell none but Indigo Blues, warranted, and
our long experience in that branch justifies us
in assuring satisfaction in that line. 'We keep
a select assortment of Shirts (all kind) Collars,
(linen and paper) Neckties, Scarfs, Socks,
Suspenders, andkerchiefs, Gloves, &c., usual-
ly found ina well regulated Merchant Tailoring
Kstablishment. Call and see us. Don’t forget
the number, 83 King Street, between Pitt and
Royal, one door east of Parker’s Theatre.

) WM. ARNOLD

jan 7-—tf JOHN A, FIELD.

JMPROVE YOUR EYESIGHT !
DOCTOR WHITE’S EYE-WATER

Takes at once the first rank among all opthal-
mics yet known, and has proved to be the
greatest blessing to thousands of sufferers in
Burope for over 20 years. Itcannothetoohighly
recommended to all men of business, especial-
ly to bank and other officers, bookkeepers,
clerks, artizans, and all such as are obliged to
work much by artificial light, or fire; artists,
and to Ladies much epgaged in reading, or fine
needlework. It will not only strengthen and
improve weak eyes butspeedly cure all inflam-
mation, cold, or lameness of the eyelids, but
also, remove the beginning cataract,;and its use
will positively insure against blindness,

Price 75 cents a bottle,

Imported and for sale by

JULIUS DIENELT, Dentist,
No., 145 Prince street.
For sale by most Druggists,

Jan. 3—tf

INTERNAL REVENUE,

Collector’s Ofiice,
164, PRINCE ST., ALEXANDRIA,
OPEN
Last 10 Days of Each Month.

Hours:—9 a. m., to 2 p. m.
] T. L. SANBORN,
jan 38—tf Deputy Collector.

W F. HENDERSON,
. Dealer in

Groceries & Provisions

No. 226 King street, corner of Alfred,
Has constantly on hand, and daily receiving a
largeand well selected stock of choice :
FAMILY GROCERIES & PROVISIONS
of all kinds to which he invites the attention
ot’fh}is fl‘ietl‘ldﬁ and the public in general.
eb T—t

E. M. WALTON & C0.,

N0O. 33 KING 8T., CORNER OF WATKR &T.
Sole Agents for the Sale of
P. BALENTINE & SONS
CELEBRATED NEWARK ALK,

To which they invite attention.
jan 3-—tf

SODA WATER.

The subscriber i3 now prepared to charge
SODA FOUNTAINS ancffurnish Syrups of
all varities, and will furnish-Soda Water Ap-
paratus of any description. ~Also Marble Dust,
Sulphuric Acid, Super Carb. Soda, Whiting,

Qil Lemon, Wintergreen, or any kinds of

flavoring extracts, all at the most moderate

rates. HENRY COOK,
mh 21—tf No, 39, King street.



